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this little infeft, as in the Behemoth, of the Levia¬ 
than. It is a flight high enough for the faculties of 
man to rife by contemplation to a competent know- 
lege of the meaneft work God ever condefcended to 
form. That which was not beneath the Majefty of 
God to make, can never furely be beneath the dignity 
of a rational creature to contemplate. I am. 

My Lord, 

Tour Lordjhip’s mojl obliged , and 
mojl obedient humble Servant y 

Philip Skelton. 


IV. The ExtraSl of a Letter from Dr. James 
Mounfey, Phyfcian of the Czarina* Army y 
to Henry Baker F. R. S. concerning the 
Everlafting Fire in Perlia. 

SIR, 

RWApril 27. A s you inform me any thing relating 
17 * /~\ to the Natural Hiftory of Perjta 

will prove agreeable, I have fome time ago wrote 
to a couple of Gentlemen, a Phyflcian and a Sur¬ 
geon, both Men of Learning and Veracity, and my 
very intimate Friends, who are now with the Am- 
baffador from this Court to Terjia, and they both 
have promifcd to communicate to me whatever 
they (hall meet with remarkable in that Country, 
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and you may depend on receiving from me all the 
Accounts they (hall pleafe to fend. 

In the mean while, as the Natural Hiftory of 
*Terjia is but little known, and the Authors of the 
Univerfal Hiftory have given no true Account of 
the everlaJUng [acred Fire which the Gauers wor- 
fhip, I fhall now fend you a Defcription thereof, 
which you may depend upon, as there was a Ruffian 
Army for fome Years in the Kingdom of ‘Dageftan, 
where that Fire is; and I took down what I am 
going to relate from the Mouths and Journals of 
many Officers that were there, and more particu¬ 
larly from what was communicated to me by Ar - 
chiater Fifcher , who received an Account thereof 
from Dr. Lerch , Phyfician of that Army. 

This perpetual Fire rifes out of the Ground in 
the Peninfula of Abfcheron , about twenty Miles 
from Baku , and 3 Miles from the Cafpian Shore. 
The Ground is very rocky, but has a (hallow Cover¬ 
ing of Earth over it. If a little of the Surface be 
feraped off, and Fire be applied to the Hollow, it 
catches immediately, and burns without Intermit* 
fion, and almoft without Confumptionj nor is ever 
extinguifhed, unlefs fome cold Earth be thrown 
over it, by which it is eafily put out. 

There is a Spot of Ground, about two Englijh 
Miles large, which has this very wonderful Pro¬ 
perty s and here is a Caravanfary , round which are 
many Places where the Earth continually burns $ but 
the moft remarkable is a Hole about 4 Feet deep, and 
14 Feet in Diameter. In this Caravanfary live ia 
Indian Briefs, and other ‘Devotees , who worfhip 
the Fire, which, according to their Traditions, has 

burnt 
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burnt many thoufand Years. It is a very old vaulted 
Building, and in its Walls are a great many Chinks, 
whereto if a Candle be applied, the Fire catches in- 
ftantaneoufly, and runs inftantly wherever the Chinks 
communicate; but it may be eaftly extinguifhed: 
They have hollow Places in the Houfe fitted to 
their Pots, which they boil without any other 
Fuel; and. inftead of Candles, they flick Reeds into 
the Ground; from the Tops whereof, upon apply¬ 
ing Fire thereto, a white Flame immediately comes 
forth, and continues to burn without confuming the 
Reeds, until they think proper to extinguifh it, by 
putting, little Covers over them for that purpofe. 

They burn Lime of the Stones dug hereabouts, 
firft making an Hollow in the Gfound, and then 
heaping the Stones on one another. This done, 
on applying Fire to the Hollow, a Flame burfts 
out, and is difperfed at once with a very great 
Crack through the whole Heap of Stones ; and after 
it has continued burning for three Days, the Lime 
is ready: But Stones placed in this Fire for fetting 
their Pots on never turn to Lime; which cannot 
be made but by heaping them on one another. The 
Earth and Stone are no farther warm than where 
the Fire reaches: And what feems very well worth 
Obfervation, this Flame of Fire gives neither Smoke 
nor Smell, however great it be. 

About an English Mile and half from this Place 
there are Wells of white Naphtha ■, which is ex¬ 
ceedingly inflammable; and though the Flame of 
Naptha affords both Smoke and Smell, it is highly 
probable the perpetual Fire I have been defcribing 
is owing to Naptha , but fo purified, in flitting 

through 
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through the Stone, that it becomes diverted of ail 
fuch Particles as produce Smoke or Smell. The 
Stone and Earth arc grey in Colour, and faltifh to 
the Tafte j and indeed much. Salt is found on this 
Peninfula of Abfcheron. There is alfo a fait Take, 
near the Side of which the white Naptha flows by 
five different Springs. This Naptha is made ufe 
of only in the medicinal Way. It is yellowifh from 
the Spring, but when diftilled refcmbles Spirit of 
Wine. They give it internally, for Gonorrhoea's, 
Diforders of the Breaft, and for the Stone $ and 
they apply it externally in gouty Cafes, Contrac¬ 
tions of the Sinews, and Cramps. 

Black Naptha is produced 8 or 9 Miles from 
the perpetual Fire; it is thick, and being diftilled 
grows not clear but yellow. About Baku there is 
fome of it fo thick, that they employ it for grealing 
Wheels: But the beft and greateft Plenty, is at Ba- 
lachame , where there are above 50 Springs, the 
greateft whereof produces every Day 500 Batman^ 
each Batman containing ten Rufs Pounds, which 
are fomewhat lefs than English Weight. You hear 
it make a conftderable Noife in rifing out of the 
Ground, though the Spring be 20 Fathom deep. 

In Baku they have little or no other Fewel to 
burn befides Naphta , but it muft be mixed with 
Earth or Afhes to make it fit for Ufe. The Fire it 
makes is only good to boil with j and this Incon- 
veniency attends it, that all their Food fo boiled 
fmells and taftes of Naphta. For baking and roaft- 
ing they make ufe of Abrotanum , Abfynthium, and 
fuch-like j but in general Najphta is their Fire, 
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You may depend on the Truth of this Account, 
and I hope it will be acceptable; the Hurry I am 
in, being Phyltcian to the Army now on its March 
to the Affiftance of the Allies, and to fet out from 
this Place To-morrow, with the Commander in 
chief, who has been fome time here indifpofed, 
and under my Care, prevents me from adding any 
more at prefent 5 but you fhall be fure to hear from 
me, when we are advanced into Germany, In the 
mean while, believe me to be fincerely, 

'Dear Sir, 

Riga, Feb . *4. 

1748. Tour moft humble Servant, 

James Mounfey. 


V. An AbfiraB of Mr. Bonnet, F.R. S. hh 
Memoir concerning Caterpillars; drawn up 
in French by Mr. Abraham Trembley, 
F. R. S. here translated into Englifh. 


Read April 27 - r T" , HE Paper lately communicated by 
1748. the Frejident from Monfieurj?0»- 

net of Geneva, contains various Experiments he 
has made relating to the Refpiration of Caterpil¬ 
lars. 

Malpighi firft difcover’d, that thofe 18 Openings 
or Orifices, which are placed 9 on each Side of the 
Caterpillar, and which are called by the Name of 
Stigmata, fcrve to give Refpiration to this Clafs of 
Animals. 


Monfieur 



